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£• a. With reference to Items 476, 477 and 478 of Senate Dooument Ho. 42, 
it is recommended that steps he taken to further amend the Seorecy Act of 1 July 
1940, to make it permanent legislation. 

b. At present the Secrecy Act provides that it will remain in force only 
during the time when the United States is at war. It is the opinion of the Chief 
Signal Officer that the interest of the United States requires squally during psaoe 
as in war that whenever the publication or disclosure of an invention by the grant* 
ing of a patent by the United States or by the filing of an application in a foreign 
country In respect to an invention made in the Uhited State*, might be detrimental 
to the publio safety or defense, the invention should be kept secret. The inte- 
sive research and development program in whleh the United States is now end will be 
increasingly engaged for years to ©oae, would go for naught if the fruits of that 
effort could be mad* public property with impunity merely because the United States 
may not be engaged in active hostilities at the time. The criterion should be 
whether a disclosure might affect national defense and not whether the nation la 
at war. The cost of keeping suoh inventions secret would be saall compared to the 
benefits to be derived from withholding such information from unfriendly goverments* 
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FOR THE CHIEF 8ILEAL OFFICER* 



(signed) 

LOUIS M. HITCHCOCK, Maj, Sig C 
Executive 
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